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This email, entitled Looking to Sunday ™ , focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. It 
prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in the days 
leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 

 
20/20 VISION 

 

Normal vision is set at 20/20. But have you ever asked yourself what those numbers indicate? 
Having 20/20 vision means that when you stand 20 feet away from an eye chart you are able to 
see what ophthalmologists judge a person with good eyesight should be able to see clearly.  
 

If your vision is 20/60, it means you are able to see at 20 feet what a person with good vision 
could see standing 60 feet away. If your vision is 20/100, it means you can see at 20 feet what a 
person with correct vision could see standing 100 feet away. If your vision is 20/200, you are 
considered legally blind. 
 

In this Sunday’s Gospel (Mark 10:46-52),we meet Bartimaeus, a blind man, who would be 
unable to even begin taking an eye test. He could see nothing at all no matter where he stood. 
 

Bartimaeus cries out, “Jesus, Son of David, have pity on me.” When Jesus asks him what he 
wants, Bartimaeus responds, “Master, I want to see.” Jesus answers that request and 
Bartimaeus receives the gift of physical sight. His vision goes from nothing to 20/20.  
 

But the Gospel implies that while Bartimaeus was physically blind his spiritual vision was far 
better than many of those around him. Bartimaeus was able to “see” Jesus as someone with 
power, someone who could heal, someone who was the “son of David.” His spiritual vision is 
recognized by Jesus who says to him “your faith has saved you.” 
 

With his physical healing, the spiritual vision of Bartimaeus becomes even sharper. As the 
Gospel relates, Bartimaeus “followed him (Jesus) on the way.” He became a disciple.   
 

This Gospel challenges us to test our spiritual vision. Can we see what a disciple of Jesus should 
see? Do we recognize Jesus as the “the way, the truth, and the life?” Do we follow his ways 
rather than our own ways and the ways of the world? Do we discern how we should live as 
Christians in all of life’s situations?  
 

Our answers to those questions will determine if we are Christians who are “legally blind” or 
Christians whose spiritual vision is 20/20. 
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